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the Soeiety Islapds in the South
Pacifie Wants Her Kingdom
Admitted as a New State.

The craze for annaxation to the Unlted
States hes a8t last resched the eannlbal
iglands of the Paclfle Ocenn.

Queen Mnamea, the dusky ruler of the

Soclety Islands, lhas sent word to this

\ Government that sle deslres to have her

kingilom admitted to the Onlon s a new
ftate. Her Royal Mighness and her bar-
barlan subjlects are to |become
American citizens, and will bring olong
with them a& fine eollection of ldols, war
gods and cannibulistie religions rituals.

Queen Mamea and her warciors are just
mlvw hiding 40 the Intérior (_:1' thele island
French gunhoats have shelled the
native vilages nlong the shore, but ard
nnable to subdue the Islandérs, This s
the second time the French have bom-
barded the Boolety Islands, Queen
Muamen 8 geiting tired ol 1t,

No officlal docunrent  from- her Royal
Highness hus yet been sent to the DPe-
partment of Stnte at Washlngton, In fuet;
Queen Maomen doesn't read or write, and
heér Prime Minlster Is nlso unable to con-
duet diplomatie correspondence beyond the
Her Majesty has,
however, entrusted ber negotiations to an

anxious

home.

e

regch of bis own volee.

Amerlean sea coptaln,

These cnnnibals bate the French, who
eontrol the adisining island of Tahitl, and
they suy they love (e Amerieans. They
huve loved some American missionnries in
thes pokt inotheir own peeuliar ways but
now sny they lave glven up caonibalism
aud reformed,

Gueen Mamen's kingdom' Inelades the
{elinds of Halnten and Hunhine, whise soll
18 vlell nnd productive. There I8 on these
falitnds a large populition of gleck-bodled,
lght-complexioned niutives, who gpend most
of tlieir time asleep aud at play, and do
very Hitle work.

Hulstes is thivty miles north of Tahith
Baelug thus in glogé proximity to the French
possessions, it would seem nn eqsy matter
for the lutter oo capturs the Queen and
pxtond the benefits of French eivilization
to her subjects. The Trench, however,
have tried ghis once befure nml failed,

ATTACKAD TY GUNDOATS,

During the yeat 1800 French gonbonts
bombarded Ralptea and they drove Queen
Mames Into the canyous. Then they kept
the Queen and her warllke followers under
gloge for several months,

Pinnlly the French had'to retire. ‘Fhe
natives, with thelr gallint Queen, “had on
the Bills provisions enough to Iast for sey-
ornl venrs. Bread fralt trees. moreover,
were prodoeing fresh loaves for them right
along.

ATl of this diseonrngod the French troops,
whose provigions were rapidly ruoning out.
The gunboats wisteéd lavge guantities of
ammunition Hring Into the beach, which the
natlves Uud long sloce dbhndonoed,

This tlme, howaoever, the French hope to
be more suecessinl.  The bharketitine Trople
Bled arrivad ot Ban Franclsco a few days
ago, bringing the Iutest news pbout the
funuy watr that has broken out agaln be-
twean the French and thiz dusky Queen of
the Soclety Islpnds,

The Captaln of the Trople Blrd told how
Mamen bad again defled the Frencl, when
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Queen Mamen insisted that she did oot
want to fall into the honds of the British.
She . expressed great admiration for the
Unlted States, and begged the captaln of
the Tropic Bird to present het ¢nse  to
the Amerledn people nnd stle up o sentl-
ment for annexation. Asg to what was to
be donk with her throng and royal prerog-
fitives If the Sooclety Islands became a new
Binte in the Unfou, the Queen did not dis-
cuss.,

The Queen then took to the woods. This
was. only o few weeks ago. Bhe retired
to the hills with all of her followers.

The French gunbpats hurried from Ta-
hitt apnd began ‘to shell the natlve villnges
along the beach of Ralutes and Hunhlne,
A mative village In a South Sea island is
worth sbout $18, nnd coo be bullt In a
few days. The loss of thelr houses Is no
lardship to the people of the Soclety Is-
lands,

This name, by the way, I8 somewhat mis-
leading, The society therg. saccording to
the uecounts of wveraclous mariners, who
huve lived long ameng these people, Is
uothing extra.

While the arlstoeracy and even tho: Sov-
erelgn are of w socigl dispoition; and will
take a drink with slmost anybody who
upens a bottle, yet society, as such, does
ot exlat upon any cluborute scale of organ-
lzition, MTlhe Boviety Islanders ure not so-
clety people,

There 18 no sueh thing us getting Into or
oul of soclety, excopt fu the caae of people
whio e eaten, and. these wet right into
Ut mildst” of the local 400 In o way not
to be equalled bere, The lglunds derlve
thelr pecullir name: from. the Royul So-
elefty, which o 1707 sent an expedition
there under Captain Cook-for the purpose
of olserving the trousiv of Vepus. Tt Is
gaid thut the ustronomers in several coges
Had o nurrow escape from being suten by
thie Hatlves, } .

Just now, however, the natives are Hy-
Ing on brend frult nnd other palatable arti-
cles which a generous climaresylelds in
abundinoe without tha necossity of thelr
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not have to be distllled or stored to gather
uge. This drink 1s called kava.

It is obtained by tapmag o plant, and tlhe
Society Islandors indulee In fogotful orgles
Insting several days by drinking tils stuff
on spoclal ldolatrous fensts and during o
war, | It Is suspected that o lurge nupmber
of them fre now Ilutokicated In the moun-

tulng,
THE QUEEN'S VLIGHT.

The enemy hns now blown up every one
of the Queen's villages that fuces the sen.
The French expected to catch her napping.
But a Sooth Sea gueen has not many things
to paek up before rvetiring from her capital,

Queen Mamen did not have -an elaborite
witrdrabe, with Soaratogn trunks, crown
Jewels, tea gowns, ete., to take with her,
Her “palace” did not differ much from Lhe
houses of thé other natlves, except Io slre,
nnd Is not belleved to have contalned sny-
thing of great value,

All the (jueen had to do was to blow her
whistle, 1ift her sklrts and seek the moun-
tain paths to escnpe the vengeance of the
French. Even her skirts did pot greatiy
Interfere with her progress, for the Queen
dresses. decolette, both above and below,
and does not trouble herself much with sn
eluborate arrangenjent of skirts, pettlooats,
wualsts, ete,

Her principal garment is-a gown made of
white etrips of bark, Bhe dresses her halp
iri g fantustle mannar, making It stand out
In #n Imposing way all about her hend.
Iler features are strong and lUer arms mus-
cular,

This Queen I8 & notorious fighter. She
is mot black, but very light complexioned,
of u pale chorolate or saffron color. The
nntlves. of the Soclety Islnmds Are nmoung
the lightest colored people in the Pacifie.

The Soclety Islanders, whoe now f{or some
mystérious cnuse express o desire to ¢ome
Into the Unltsd States, are among the most
Ignorant ldeolntrous peopls on
enrth. Their favorlte god, Tdne, for whom
an lmposing temple has been erected of
coritl rock on the Island. of Hushine, one

of .\;r&me&‘h possessions, Is modelled after

an Sacrifice

i

they sousht by covert efforts to get her to

give up her seif-governing vights. It was
‘known in Talitl that the Bnglisa had been
dnanoenvring with the purpose of sanex-| shell, while Nature does all the work.

Ing the lslands 12 & favaralile apportunity
offaeds . ' ¥ T
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belng cookedd, The uatiyes can sit on the o huge comet which they saw In the heav-
hllls and amuse theniselves Hatenfug to the | ens some generations bneck. ir) A -

Aull rodr of the explodiug French bomb-| This comet geaved -the Soclety Tslanters
1 . - 4o | [soithat they Immediately bullt thelr fnest
. Tven the locil widskey of thesé people | god (n dmitation of its shape.
- couy right ap owt of e grourd aud dovs ' & hideous lumage

This god 15

made of bark, feathers

anil leaves, all grotesque'y  painted, and

terminating in a tall over Iery feet in

length, :
POLYGAMOUS NATIVES,

Oune man's duty is to ook sfter this gog,
and o singular thing about hin is thet he
& the only man on the islands who Ig not
allowed to get married. The other sland-
are mar.y carly and ofien.

A man's soeinl ' position there x pro-
cliimied by the number of lis wives, who
are changed a8 often ag snlta the will of,
thelr master. These curlous govinl customs
have not been materlatly alfected by the
work of the misslonaries,

The Soclety Islundors are now belleved
to have curried thelr god, Tane, with them
up Into the mountalns, where they have
followed Queen Mamesn. Wherever I8 Taue
they belleve no harm can come to them.

Tane has s speeinl house as well as o
special keeper., This bouse is on top of
tall posts, and the keeper sloips there with
lijmm;

The vl Is oeceosionslly taoken out for
exipelse,  Any tree that I8 touclied by the
long tall of Tane bepomes 4t once tapu or
sacred In the eyes of the lslpnders . Spch
trees 1wkt pot be touched by profnoe
hands,

The god-bewrer 1s the otly man allowed
to Nift the idol. He carties the great
wonden lmage upon hls ULack, and thus
climbs Into its lofty honse,

_ The god ls stuffed with feathers and In
0y 5!

e

e

arnanlly given & bpew dress. At thess
times the old feathers are taken' off angd
glven to devotees, who hold them as sacred
possesslons,

The head tribesmen, under the guldance
of the priests, then give the god » new
dress and at ones proceed to drink huge
quantities of Lave, No woman is permit
ted to be present at these feusts, sed if
oue Is caught within a specified distance of
the wood whetre they occur she s at onee
kllled, even ber own brothers and male
relatives being ameng the firet to doouse

her,
A WELL-FED G0OD,

* Food of all kinds §s predented to Tane,
the Idol of the Sdclety Islanders: He gety
the earllest fruits, the tenderest kids, the
freshest fish, and Indeed the best of ey-
erything, from which his kesper and the
high priests are supposed to profit. The
god has also mn elegant canoe li case he
ghould wish to take a trip upon the water.

Besldes the Ido]l gods of the Boclety Isl-
aders, there are gods which, sre symbol.
ized by llving creatures, of which the shark
s the chief, being worsbipped on account
of itd” destructlve power. Iu one boy the
sharks used to ba regularly fed by the
priesta.

Bometimes a Iiﬂu& mnn has been elected
to the rank of § god by the Soclety Isi-
anders and worshipped as soch duoring his
lifetime. Thils was done at Hainten, where
a forner king, Tomato by name, wis reck
oned :dmong the gods. He was vopstilted
a5 an oracle, and proyecs anl gacsidoes
were oforad 16 b and he was trented s
reverantiy &5 H bé bad been Tatie Simself.
A gingnlar thing gboot King Tomato is
that I nfterward hoecams a Christian and
nelped the wlssionaries on the islamls,

But perhips the most extmordinry lo-
divldunl on the ‘Sactety 'Islands Is the chief
mourtier ot n funeral. Got up In his officlul

| dress, he presents @ speotucle thut Is stant.
ungly_ novel and grotesques s

Cmef Mourner

are to be seen In moseums of this country

No funeral of a chiéf can properly take
pinte on the Islands. without his presence.
The dress he wenrs is composed in the
most ingenious manner of mother-of-pearl,
shells, fenthers, bark, cloth and similar ma-
torinls. |

This costume—severnl gpeclmens of which

and Furope—is surmounted by an enormous
head ‘dress.  This muan, entirely encused - In
barbarie South Sea splendor, stands in the
presence of the corpse of a chief, which is
piaced: under cover on posts about twenty
fect high.
A CURIOUS FUNERAL CUSTOM.
Onptaln Cook relates how he snw  the
corpse of such g chlef which had been ex.
posed for goveral months withont suffering
un apparent change. This result is ob-
tnined by the Soclety Islanders removing
the interior of & body aod flllng It with
cloth soaked In  coconnut oil, the whole
body tlhien being repeatedly anolnted witl
the: same substance, !
At the funernls of great echlefs bumsan
sacrifices are made; Fortunately for the
vietim, he knows nothing about his fate.
He s snddenly struck to the ground by
nn assassih, who comes stealthily upon
him.
The bpdy is pinced In a cauce half |u
and balf out of the water. Young piacialc
trees are Indd upon the sacrifice. Two hnn-

dles ef cloth gre also. pluced ib- the canoe, |

&nd ' a2 priest pulis sowe linlr off the Hend
af the dend man, wiile ‘his left eye is
thken ont.

The onlookors. at these' times seom to
firve some grievances agninst the dead
mwnn and ask him: goestions, Thaas cores
wmonles toke place vpon the Loaeh

The corpse of the sacrifice is then 1ifted
from' the conoe and carritd to & wood,
where 1t §s burled with red/featliers, plices

hiz neck Is likewise a part of this cere
mony, and the skulls of previons homan
sacrifloes nre placedl on exhiblitlon,
The oatlves of these isinnds formerly
bad a Sort of masonle hrotherhood called
the Areols. They worshipped the god Oro,
had mysterions secrets, PE. passwords
und emblems were much feared. They
r'i‘iliit‘d their heaven the “‘Frugrant Pamme
dise."
A curipus thing about this religion ia
fthat its heaven was attaluved by the very
op!pug;itn courss prefiched by every other
religion on eurth. Instead of leading o {ifs
of  self-denlal, the Hoclety lsinnders who
belonged to this orgunization belleved thnt
their only hope of salvailon lay In 8 life
of unbridled license. This convenlent be-
lief was wiped out by the misslonnries, and.
the Areols has gope to pleces.
Otie of thelr theorles was 1o “lgnore™
douth. This was attalned by taking ail
slck people and burylug them allve.
ACCOMPLISHED THIEVES.
The Soglety Islanders of the present day
are sald to be the most nccomplished

thieves extant. They play o sort of bubieo
gnme upon o ansuspecting  sailors: that' lins
fiade thelr name syponymons all through
the South Pacific with cunning trickery,

A sallor who comps ashore carrylng a
bundlé in'hls hand bs mer by o native, sho
#nguces him In conversation, This native
secks to get the sallor 1o use botk Jds
hands for some purpose, Lhereby cousing
him 1o dvf:oilt his bundle on the bench.

Meanwhlle anofher pative, concenled ube
der a bush, bas fastened o fish hook to thie
end of o long pole. While the first nativs
keeps the etller eognged and bis attentlon
directed  elsewbere, the: gecond quistly
ficlies the bundle and makes off with It
Whon the Josg ls discoversd the first pae
tiva declires the sallor must hive fargot
Lls ‘bundle, and, belng neked himsolf,
could pot obvicusly bhave taken it

Tattoding has gove ont among thess
people, but they’ were formerly addicted to
it. ‘One sipgular custom which they re-
taln, however, s that of making prosents
to stratigors, o the expectation of geéttins
iore voluahle presonts in roturn. Theiy
fovorite dish 1s a roast plg.

The isltnders declire they Lave not prabs
tised caniibailon for several yeors. ﬁen
are those, however, who sny that in the
monntuin fastnesses of Rainten, whither
Qupta Mamex nnd her followers have new
rotloed, Lthe eating of youmg chlldren ns &
]run;tous duty Is stlll gecasivunily Indulged
.

CANNIBALIZETIC HAL™TS,
The natlves sre #0 gecrctive and cooning
that It Is lmpossible to kuow what {hey
actuaily do when they retive to the woods
They are more thon suspected of maintain.
lng an outward semblancs of eclvilization
and Christlanity for the practieal results
thnt follow in Intercourse with white wen,
tHd moriners of the South Paclfic who
know these prople well sny they sould not
be surprised 1o lesrn that they lisve béen

gibalism to the present dpy.” The natives
do not deny that tlhey wore formmerly ofp-
albals and {thed it.
Lndeed, 1t Is sald they wera %o aditie
to the eating of bomman fesh that they w
only ot fivey induesd to glve It up by belng
told that it was polsonons 'I!;mr i
very well at the preésent day that the praee
tiee s denonnced by every ciYilised gove
crument I the world, and that this, with
opeth humin ssorifices, “would ‘soen get
them Iato trouble. For thi= reason they
have Twen elpinilng thnt these cuwcoms Be.
logized to their Larbareus -ancestors, aud
five now extinet on the Ielnnds,
There 1s one wtyiking  ond oovel
timo of these proplé which they praeibse
common with thoss of tho Hawallan Te-
Innds, that 15 peculler to the Pacitle, Thet
is surf-rigling. ! ;
A tremendots surf beats npon the sandy
bauch of the Soclety Islnnds. Golng far
out beyond the bLrenkers, the native sl
or stands tpon o board of stout wood,
which supports hlm fn the water, - " %
He then walts for a big incoming save,
zets dn front of It Ly a dexterous Bove-
went, and is earviod onwand {0 the beach.
with great spead. The wave roshes Np
the biach with the sorf-fider. who Is @nnl-

the watertp repent the.perforinahos. It
un exhlineating and exclting spootaele’ i
woe nogroup of Islaniders proctising this
surl-ridlige, whlehnvfow Buropesns Nive ever
| been able o master. b -

The wen of the Soclety Tslands fhink ohes
sty o mark of 'heawty, aod many of them
ave very fat.  The women dre the handspme
est of the Polyuesinna. . 3

Suel are the people who sre now fight-
g withh (e Fronch Dy tisking o mastoriys
rietront to the wootls usider Lhe Jenderalilys
of Queen Mainci.,  They ink they wounldl
| Hke' to be Amerléan citizens, hn\'ln;;mn_qlﬁ-
]-.mlzwl our men-if-war that foeguent Phicse

warers. It is mot hupesstble, indogd, thas
Mamen oy have already opehed ghrpe-
spondence on the.sibject with TRLATY;
neyy Lint the history of the Hewnlisn ne-

atiutions in mot encenraging, At any rate,

of clotl, carved shells and other barbarous
offeriogs.  The kliling of & dog by twisting
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Iy thrown on dry lnod; and goes bnok lﬂ%_ -

NNIBAC QUEEN WHO WANGS &0 JOIN THE_ UNIGED SZAGES. |

Queep [Mamea, the Dusky Sovereign of
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